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The epic of Gilgamesh is a story of a king who depicts arrogance in his way of ruling at first. He later transforms to an admirable character in the way he deals with matters that concern his kingship.
Kings in the Sumerian society were supposed to be strong. Gilgamesh portrays his strength when he wrestles with Enkidu, who is a half beast and half man and overpowers him. In the Epic of Gilgamesh, after being overwhelmed by Gilgamesh, Enkidu told him that there was no one like him in the world. He also depicts the virtue of strength and courage when he decides to travel to the land of Humbaba to seize the giant. 

The kings were expected to improve and better the lives of their subjects. When Gilgamesh comes back with Urshanabi to Uruk, he is set to restore the cities that the floods had destroyed. Even until his death, he left Uruk a great place with quality infrastructure. Kings also sought counsel from wiser elders. He goes to Ninsun the Queen to ask for guidance before he embarks on the journey to the Land of Humbaba. He later kills Humbaba who is the most robust giant in the land; to signify the power of the kings.
They were supposed to be shepherds to their people. However, that was the opposite of Gilgamesh’s character before he changed. Instead of him being a shepherd to his people he ended up molesting virgins in his kingdom and behaved like a god. According to the men of Uruk in the epic of Gilgamesh, no son is left with his father because Gilgamesh takes everyone despite the fact that the king in the Sumerian society being supposed to be a shepherd.
From the above, as portrayed by the character Gilgamesh, a king played the role of a protector, a strong-willed person and the one who improved his subjects’ livelihoods. Till his death, Gilgamesh had transformed himself from his old self to a king that left a legacy.
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